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ANNUALS FOR POLLINATORS, MASTER GARDENER SEED TRIALS 2016 

Example Planting Designs for Annuals  
ARE ANNUALS ATTRACTIVE TO POLLINATORS? 
As you know, this year we are trialing six genera of annual flowers, four varieties of each, to see if they 
are attractive to pollinators. Our goal is to be able to advise gardeners on annuals that are beneficial 
for pollinators. To review, a “variety” (or cultivar) is a cultivated variety of a flower, chosen for its 
unique features, robust nature, form, color, fragrance, etc. These can be started by seed or cuttings 
and are usually the result of a specific breeding program.  Below are the varieties we are trialing this 
year (you may be planting one or more genera). 
 
Control: Alyssum ‘Snow Crystals’, the winner of our 2014 alyssum trial. We know from experience that alyssum 
is attractive to pollinators, so we have selected it as the control for this study. Try to plant approximately 12 
alyssum plants for each variety. Alyssum seeds are very small and are usually seeded by sprinkling them on the 
soil surface and thinning them.  
 

Salvia 
‘White Swan Clary Sage’ 
‘Coral Nymph’ 
‘Evolution Violet’ 
‘Maestro’ 
 
Zinnia 
‘Inca’ 
‘PopArt Red and White’ 
‘Red Spider’ 
‘Envy’ 

Annual Rudbeckia 
‘Maya’ 
‘Cherry Brandy’ 
‘Irish Eyes’ 
‘Orange Fudge’ 
 
Sunflower 
‘Sunrich Orange Summer’ 
‘Chocolate’ 
‘Ring of Fire’ 
‘Lemon Queen’ 
 

Marigold 
‘Bambino’ 
‘Tangerine Gem’ 
‘Mexican Tarragon’ 
‘Yummy Mummy’ 
 
Snapdragon 
‘Chantilly Cream Yellow’ 
‘Bronze Dragon’ 
‘Defiance’ 
‘Twinny Peach’ 

DESIGN EXAMPLES FOR ARRANGING YOUR ANNUAL TRIALS 
You can arrange plant your annuals all in one location, or grouped by variety (one variety all 
together). If you are short on garden space, you can plant them in containers large enough to hold 
all six plants of the same variety AND up to 12 plants (could be fewer) of alyssum. In all cases, you 
will need to plant the same number of alyssum plant (up to 12 plants) by each variety group.   Try 
to plant no fewer than 6 of a variety. 
 
To help you get started, here are seven examples of how you might design your variety plantings. 
There are certainly other planting designs. The smaller dark circles represent the control plant, 
Alyssum. The larger, more elaborate graphic represents one of the annual varieties being trialed 
planted in a group. Note the annual variety group has six plants in a group, and there are 12 
alyssum plants. These would be idea plant numbers, but if you had fewer seeds germinate, then get 
as close as you are able.  
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DESIGN EXAMPLES FOR PLANTING AN ANNUAL VARIETY WITH ALYSSUM 
 

 

RESOURCES 

 “Starting Seeds Indoors” http://www.extension.umn.edu/garden/yard-
garden/flowers/starting-seeds-indoors/ 
 

 

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS? 

Julie Weisenhorn, Associate Extension Professor 
University of Minnesota Department of Horticultural Science 
158 Alderman Hall , 1970 Folwell Ave., St. Paul, MN 55108 USA  weise019@umn.edu 

 

7. 

Variety 

Alyssum 
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